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/Aquarius- A long hibernation is 


your summer clothes, clean up 
your bike, and start being awe- 
some. It’s going to be a good 
year. 

Pisces- Be brave with someone 
who makes you nervous this 
week. Speak up and be direct. 
They'll see you in a whole new 
light. 


Aries- Just because something is 
important doesn't need it needs 
to be heavy and arduous. Be 
light with important activities 
and decisions this week. 


Taurus- Things are taking a som- 
ber turn for you this week. Slow 
down and appreciate everything 
in a slower.time signature, espe- 
cially the weather. Walk. 
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officially over this week. Dust off 


Gemini- Hooray! You have all 
the love juice the sky has to of- 
fer this week. So put on your best 
outfit and strut it-hard. Everyone 
wants to hold your hand. 


Cancer- You are art this week. 
Your every move.is.a. small song. 
Fuck reality. Live in-a beautiful 
fantasy land where everything is 
perfect forever. For now. 


Leo- Love is nested in your ca- 
reer field this week. This can 
mean that you're married to your 
job, or that your productivity will 
sooth you while you're down. 


Virgo- You have a rare dose of 
Gemini energy this week. Team 
up with someone awesome and 
get things done, twinsy style. 
Help and be helped. 


Libra- Take what wisdom you 
can from your transgressions 
this week. Don’t beat yourself up 
so long as you don’t betray your 
heart. 


Scorpio- Don’t take the first 
good thing to come your way 
this week. Hold out a little (not 
too long, mind you) and better 
things will come up. 


Sagittarius- You've been assum- 
ing a back-seat role in an impor- 
tant relationship, . professional 
or personal, but that’s about to 
change. Challenge the Alpha. 


Capricorn- Take things with a 
grain of salt this week. Don't 
look for meaning that isn’t there. 
You'll have more fun. Serious 
business can wait. 


a ee ae 


‘ 


T_T 


Ask Hannah Wren 


What do you do when the person you love 
lives 3000 miles away and is kind of over it, 
but you really really aren't? 


Aw, boo. You already know, | think, that 
you need to let it go, but maybe it helps to 
hear someone else say it. You need to let 
it go. At such a distance, it can only work 
if you both want it to work. You can't do 
it all yourself. And besides, you owe it to 
yourself to be with someone who wants 
to be in it just as much as you do. So let it 
go. You can have more, and will. | am sure 
of it. In the meantime, give your love back 
to yourself. You can do it. You'll be okay. 
Sending you love and good luck. 


Xx Hannah 


What the best way to deal with a high-main- 
tenance friend without "breaking up" with 
them? 


The high-maintenance friend. Yep. I've en- 
countered some in my day. They come in 
all shapes and sizes: the friends who loud- 
ly and cheerfully take up all the space, not 
quite noticing that they’re relegating you 
to the status of an audience member; the 
ones who are so down on themselves that 
they need constant reassurance and prop- 
ping up; the ones who complain about 
whatever it is for hours without once 
thinking to ask you how you're doing; the 
ones who are always spinning from one 
crisis to another. 


The particulars of how to cope will vary 
depending on what exactly you're deal- 
ing with - and on how much capacity or 
willingness you perceive in your friend to 
talk openly about the friendship and try to 
work on it. It sounds like you get enough 
out of your high maintenance person that 
you don't want to throw in the towel alto- 
gether, but then, you’re writing me, so the 
status quo must not be working for you, 
either. Your options are pretty evident: 
find ways to address the issues you're 
having, or find ways to limit the time and 
energy you're investing in the friendship. 


Which you choose will depend upon your 
sense of whether growth is possible with 
this particular person — and whether you 
feel like it will be worth the work. 


Whichever route you take, keep in firm 
contact with the question of what you 
need from a friendship to make it worth- 
while. Especially for those with the care- 
taking instinct strong about us, it can be 
hard to hold on to the idea of our own 
entitlement — to consideration from our 
friends (or lovers, or families); to attention 
and care; to relationships that make room 
for our ideas and worries and senses of hu- 
mor. You deserve all these things. A little 
indignation about it is not unhealthy or 
out of place. 


So | wonder: what would make it feel 
better? Maybe it’s as simple as being less 
available. Answering fewer texts; agreeing 
to fewer plans. Maybe it will take adjust- 
ing your own expectations, and accepting 
that the friendship will just some limita- 
tions for you, and that you need to look 
elsewhere for emotional support or rich 
connection. These both fall under the can- 
on of “retreat.” But if it feels like a friendship 
worth investing in, try to locate a concrete 
thing or two that your friend might do to 
shift the dynamic, and bring it up. Put the 
emphasis on behavior, not character. So 
not, “you can be so self-involved,” but rath- 
er, “sometimes it feels like you don’t really 
ask me about my life when we talk. | know 
you care about me, but it can be hard for 
me to feel it when you don’t ask me any 
questions.” The benefit to this approach, 
of course, being that you're making a sug- 
gestion about something your friend can 
actually do — rather than just asking them 
in a general way to be different, without 
signaling what that might look like. 

Good luck with it, my dear! Hold on to 
the compass of what you need from a 
friendship for it to feel worth your while. 
It sounds a bit cheesy, but it's true: You've 
got to be your own friend first. All my best. 


xxHannah 
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Howlin’ at you 
every Tuesday! 


Here's our third entry in this round of 
the flash fiction showcase. This has 
been fun so let's do it again in a couple 
of weeks! Next week we'll have anoth- 
er choose your own adventure type 
thing. So see you then! Same secret 
time, same secret channel. 


Game of Parking 
by A.A Gepty 


“We're going to miss the show’, com- 
plained Sara. “No, we have plenty of 
time.,” answered Ken as he scanned 
the street for a parking spot. “And do 
you know how long it took to get a 
reservation at this place?” “I know, | 
know. But did you have to make it a 
Sunday?” said Sara as she looks out the 
passenger side window. “Can you just 
do valet? We're wasting time.’“And pay 
a guy $15 to do something | can do?” 
said Ken. “No thank you.” They drove 
around the block two more times until 
Ken found a vacant spot by the street 
corner across the street from the res- 
taurant. “Are you sure we can park 
here?” said Sara looking around the car 
for any signs or indication of the ille- 
gality of the Ken's park job. “It’s Sunday, 
honey. The parking rules don’t apply’, 
said Ken as he slammed the door. 


They walked in hand-in-hand into Lau- 
rent’s, a modern Franco-American cui- 
sine restaurant. The maitre d’ seated 
them at a table by the window. They 
opened up their menus and begin to 
pick out their desired dishes. “Ah, they 
have foie gras” noted Ken. “That's dis- 
gusting Ken.’ Sara gave a look of an- 
noyance. “Did you look ahead to see 
if they have vegan options for me 
Ken?", asked Sara. Ken struggled with 
a reply. “Uh, well, they, uh, have’, franti- 
cally searching for a sign of food that 
did not have at one time a face, “a re- 
ally good sounding salad” replied Ken 
meeting the icy glare of Sara. The wait- 
er arrived at the table, “May | take your 
order mademoiselle et monsieur?” “I'll 
have escargot and foie gras please’, 
answered Ken. “And | will have the re- 
ally good sounding salad’, said Sara 
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in a sarcastic French accent. “Uh mag- 
nifique’, said the waiter aware of her 
sarcasm as he jotted down the order. 
“Honey I’m sorry.” “Always only think- 
ing about yourself, Ken.’ “I wanted to 
take you out for a nice dinner.’“I'm go- 
ing to miss Game of Thrones for a sal- 
ad”, complained Sara. 


They sat in awkward silence until 
Ken saw the waiter approaching with 
the food. “Well here comes the food.’ 
Sara just let out an annoyed sigh and 
looked out the window. The despon- 
dent Ken took a glance out past Sara. 
“What the fuck!” he exclaimed and 
bolted out of his seat. He bumped into 
the waiter who subsequently spilled 
the food on to Sara. “The fuck Ken?!” 
shrilled Sara as the snails and duck liver 
shower her. Ken ran out of the restau- 
rant and crossed the street. A big burly 
tow truck driver was getting ready to 
take away Ken's car. “Hey, hey, hey! 
What are you doing?” cried Ken. “You 
parked in a tow away zone sir. I’m just 
doing my job’, replied the tow truck 
driver as he finished hooking up the 
car. Sara stomped furiously across the 
street doused in French cuisine. “What 
the fuck, Ken?” She shouted. “But sir, 
its Sunday!” said Ken, ignoring Sara. 
“Read the sign, sir." Ken shots a look at 
the sign at the corner reading ‘No Park- 
ing Tow Away Zone Mon-Sun. “Great, 
I'm covered in dead animals and now 
I'm definitely going to miss Game of 
fucking Thrones’, said Sara. “Well Miss, 
I'm going to head home to watch the 
show after | drop of this car if you’d 
like to join me?", chimed the tow truck 
driver. “Do you have a shower?”, asked 
Sara. “What?!” cried a confused Ken. 
“Of course. You can be clean and out 
of those dirty clothes in no time-, said 
the driver. “Take me away please’, said 
Sara and she made her way to the pas- 
senger side of the tow truck. “What the 
fuck, Sara? You're leaving me here?’, 
implored Ken. “The Seven Kingdoms 
are waiting for me’, answered Sara. 
And that’s how the Parking Authority 
took her away from him and left him 
without a car, and without a khaleesi. 
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4311 Lancaster Ave. 
215-222-2171 
Present this coupon for 10% off one item (including new and used bikes), 
and a free patch kit. Limit one coupon per customer. Expires 6/1/2015 
www.firehousebicycles.com 
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tuesday - backgammon 6 to 8 pm 
wednesday- chess free 
thursday - scrabble 
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WALNUT ST. SALON 
72.7 WALNYT ST. 

215 -574 -1234 
CHRISTIAN ST. SACON 
ZIOl CHRISTIAN ST 
261-S19-232S 

into@ americanmortals .com 


1200 Point Breeze Ave : 
(267) 8584186 
Closed Mondays 


Myriad delicious soups, : 
sandwiches, and drinks! + 


Come to our great place to en- : 
[Bree $s joy our foods and beverages! ; 
You will NOT be disappointed! ; 


Cc A FE Nor will you leave hungry, 


thirsty, or lacking in energy. 3 
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ables for Aging Children - An eagle soared high above the Earth, a warm wind 
beneath his wings. He rose in spiraling gyres of hot air, effortlessly coasting 
above trees and mountains. He heard a whizzing sound from below and turned 
just in time to see an arrow pierce his breast. He cried, flapped his wings in ter- 
ror, and began slowly tumbling down, head over tail, no longer able to gain 
purchase on the warm wind rushing around his head. The ground rose, faster 
and faster, and he landed with a dull thud on an outcropping of rock, prostrate 
lon his back, the arrow shaft rising to the heavens he so recently owned. Warm 
blood matted his feathers, and in the gloaming moments of consciousness, he 
regarded the arrow, and saw that it was his own feather that was used to craft 
he fletching. “Alas,” he mouthed with his final breath. “How often we give our 
enemies precisely what they need to undo us.” 


In the 2&Spring Garden Intersection 
guy- (demanding respect from all in earshot) I'm from DELEWARE, bitch! 


Ata Diner 

old guy 1- Is tomorrow Friday? 

old guy 2- Tomorrow's Friday. 

old guy 1-| keep thinking today's Wednesday. 
old guy 2- Today's Thursday. 


16th Street 
person- It's not like my coworkers and | are are making pornos and posting them 
on Facebook. We're at the Cheesecake Factory... eating cheesecake. 


19&Walnut 
guy- You can smell the earth out here. It smells great. Smells all earthy. 


Temple Campus 
gal 1- | just want a bean burrito. 
gal 2- Like, in your home?? 


2&Thompson 

mid-twenties guy- (on phone) It's just rude, mom. Every time | make the plans, 
| get the reservations ahead of time so there's no wait, but NONE of my friends 
think ahead, so when they make the plans | always hafta wait in line, like forever. 
It's just really rude. They don't respect my time. It's like, my last day before the 
week and | don't want to just stand in a fucking line. 


Spring Garden 
older gal- Lana del Rey. 
older guy- What does that mean? 
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down 
1. The cockpits of pickup trucks 
2. Torus 
3. And so it follows that 
4.Taze 
5. Decorative braided cord 
6. Signifier of an accomplishment 
7. Mythical Hindu princess 
8. Party to (2 words) 
9. Slowly 
10. Precedes a city in Settlers of Catan 
11. Home of Saddle Creek Records 
12. Mature 
13. Tire grip 
21. Butter substitute 
25. Skibide do bop da bow 
26. Thorn 
27. Genus of the dogfish 
28. Soothes chaffing thighs 
29. Religious systems 
30. Pee Wee learned the hard way, it has 
no basement 
31. Helpful garden dweller 
34. Mop 
36. When 31 down is placed on a hook 
37. Working peasantry 
38. Grassy wetland plant 
40. Vexation 
45. Many-colored gemstone 
48. Consolidated 
50. Bullied 
51. Serve on site 
52. Awestruck expression 
53. Virulently cursed 
54. Eviscerated 
57. Kind of like an eel 
58. Urn 
59. Common epitaph 
60. All about 
61. The cheapest way to make it rain 
62. Grandmothers 


aeross 
1. Treasure box 
6. Operatic solo 
10. Organize by type 
14. Blood superhighway 
15. Harry’s had a phoenix feather core 
16. Chieftain 
17. Bill and Ted's second adventure 
18. Dwarf buffalo 
19. Binding strip 
20. Bank rolling 
22. ATitan of Greek mythology 
23. Old age 
24. Negative lake 
26. A planned altercation 
30. Stirred 
32. Nursemaid 
33. The fastest growing city in Europe 
35. Mosquito prison 
39. Angers 
41. A series of 26 acrosses 
42. Pull out a thread 
43. Meat served in rashers 
44. Quick speak for bullets 
46. The number that says no 
47. God's waiting room 
49. Dabbed 
51.In Cold Blood author 
54. Smooth small talk 
55. Highly excited 
56. Social purge 
63. Mercenary vehicles 
64. Cog 
65. Plant that gives us Resveratrol 
66. Small dueling rapier 
67. Otherwise 
68. Consumed 
69. Commies 
70. Colored 
71. Castaways 


1- What is the primary ingredient of glass? 
2- What is the universal blood type? 

3- What is the most abundant metal on-Earth? 

4- Which planet in our solar system rotates on a horizontal axis? 
5- Where is the world's largest naval base? 
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Let's do something evil together. 


